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 MASTERSTUDIO DESIGN 

With the «Masterstudio Design», the FHNW Academy of Art and Design offers a 
Master's degree program in Design in which inquisitive individuals from disci-
plines such as industrial design, fashion design, scenography, architecture, 
visual communication, the arts as well as from related sciences and humanities 
develop new perspectives for their professional careers. 
In close exchange with mentors and professionals, students translate aspects 
of research, criticism, economics, technology and culture in prospective agen-
cies of design. 
 
«Masterstudio Design» aggregates four Studios, each facilitating emphases of 
interests and skills within an overall transdisciplinary curriculum. Students of 
all Studios participate in the common program with the cross-disciplinary core 
modules. The project- and the advanced module as well as the Master-Thesis 
are specifically conducted in the respective Studios by the participating  
institutes’ faculty. 
 
 

STUDIO FASHION DESIGN 
The Master's degree emphasis program Studio Fashion Design is based on the 
integrated concept of «Doing Fashion». Doing Fashion conceives fashion as a 
contemporary cultural practice that reflects and questions societal changes 
and drives them forward with a holistic approach. In cooperation with the Insti-
tute of Fashion Design the program focuses on methods of the Knowledge of 
Making and on Embodied Knowledge, both resembling forms of implicit 
knowledge acquired through design experimentation, the acquisition of craft 
techniques, and bodywork. In addition, under the approach of Look Therapy, 
individual behavior as a complex interaction between seeing and being seen is 
examined. With the goal of being able to operate successfully in the interna-
tional market, one's radically own vision of fashion is theoretically positioned 
and conveyed into a creative reality through critical reflection of the existing 
fashion system and in cooperation with the textile industry. Mentored by lec-
turers of the Institute of Fashion Design and accompanied by renowned guests 
and critics, from the second semester onwards the students develop a com-
plete collection including accessories for their master's thesis. The collection 
will be shown at the annual Graduate Show, a vibrant setting that creates in-
ternational visibility of the graduates and their work and encourages their pro-
fessional network. Interdisciplinary cooperation is explicitly encouraged. The 
Studio also offers the opportunity to complete the master's thesis in a team - 
for example, if the launch of a joint label is planned. 
 
Candidates for the Studio Fashion Design come with a university or college de-
gree or equivalent qualification in fashion design, textile design, costume de-
sign or a related subject area. 
 
For more information about the program, entry requirements and admission 
procedures, see masterstudiodesign.ch. 

https://www.masterstudiodesign.ch/en/degreeprogram/entryrequirements
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Fact Sheet: STUDIO FASHION DESIGN 
 
 

 Graduate program: Master’s degree in Design 

 Name of program: Masterstudio Design 
Studio Fashion Design 

 Provider:  University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland FHNW  
Academy of Art and Design 
Institute Integrative Design | Masterstudio, in cooperation with the  
Institute Fashion-Design 

 Intake: Twice a year (15th March, 15th July) 

 Number of students: Max. 5 students per year 

 Students: Swiss and international 

 Duration of study: Full-time (3 semesters)  

 Study hours: Monday to Friday between 09.15h and 18.00h, in exceptional cases until 
22.00h. Self-guided study: usually two days per week 

 Begin of studies: Once a year, fall term (week 38) 

 Semester fees:  CHF 700 (Swiss or EU residents) 
CHF 5’000 (Non-Swiss and non-EU residents)   

 Costs of study: Between CHF 3’500 und 5'500 for teaching aids, study trips and material 
during the 1st and 2nd semester. Between CHF 8’000 und 10’000 during 
the Master-Thesis. (standard values) 

 Degree title: Master of Arts in Design FHNW 
in Fashion Design 

 Credits: 90 ECTS 

 Working language: English and German 
CEFR level B2 in English required, CEFR level A2 in German requested 

 Studio directors: Prof. Priska Morger, Prof. Kurt Zihlmann 

 Course director: Prof. Armin Blasbichler 

  

mailto:priska.morger@fhnw.ch
mailto:kurt.zihlmann@fhnw.ch
mailto:info.iig.hgk@fhnw.ch

